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/The Low-Back-Merger Shift (gecker 2019)

Description

« /2, g, 1/ lower and retract /u/
» Arguably a chain shift /1/ [o/

» triggered by /a/-retraction e/ \ N

» Typically /&/ shifts the most

» /¢/ and especially /1/ less shifted /2]

\ /o

Distribution ey /
» Now widespread across North America T~ o/

» Common in, but not exclusive to, young people

Lots of other research on indexicality (adcock & Becker 2016, Becker & Swan 2019; D*Onofrio 2016,
2018; Pratt & D’Onofrio 2017, Van Hofwegen 2017, Villarreal 2016; Villarreal & Kohn 2021, and many others)

» Negative: shallow, materialist, unintelligent Valley Girl
 Positive: educated, formality, business professional
» Other: righteous indignation, Californianess
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However!

Previous accounts are based on midpoints only.

This study describes acoustic patterns in vowel trajectories
in the Low-Back-Merger Shift.
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/Methods

Speakers
» Cowlitz County, Washington »
« 54 speakers (29E 25M):
« 1928-1946: Silent Generation
e« 1947-1964: Boomer Generation
¢« 1965-1980: Generation X
« 1981-1997: Millennial Generation

» Sociolinguistic interviews

You are
here!

Processing

 Transcribed by hand

» Force-aligned with MFA (McAuliffe et al. 2007)

« F1-F2 extracted at 11 points along each vowel via custom Praat script
« Excluded outliers, stopwords, unstressed vowels, presonorants

Analysis
* Modeled using generalized additive mixed-effects modeling (wood 2017a,b)
 Ideally suited for analyzing vowel formant trajectories (f. séskuthy 2017)
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Results
Results based on midpoints
female male
« As expected, younger people have lower/retracted vowels.
» Change is more advanced among women.
« /a&/ mostly lowers, /1/ mostly backs, /¢/ does both
/ Results based on trajectories
o o= N  Everything that the midpoints show, plus more
Dots represent midpoints.
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° 1 1 1 1es! . . .

Stay tuned for experimental work on simulated trajectories! joeystanley.com joey stanley@byu.edu @joey_stan
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